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Wyoming as well as the special charter granted the city of Cambridge 
by the Massachusetts General Court, contains the usual provisions of 
such laws for the initiative and referendum in respect to city ordinances. 
The Wisconsin commission government law was amended to add the 
initiative and recall to the referendum already embodied in the law. 
Provision was also made for the initiative and referendum on acts of 
all city councils or county boards. 

S. Gale Lowrie. 

Municipal Ownership: California. By act of the last Cali- 
fornia legislature, "Any municipal corporation may acquire, construct, 
own, operate, or lease any public utility" (Chapter 715, Laws of 
1911). A public utility is defined to mean "the supply of a municipal 
corporation alone, or together with the inhabitants thereof, or any 
portion thereof, with water, light, heat, power, transportation of 
persons or property, means of communication, or promoting the con- 
venience of the public." The spirit of the law and the breadth of its 
scope are indicated by the words, "or promoting the convenience 
of the public. " 

Full power for the carrying out of the provisions of the act are 
given by the permission to cities to "acquire, own, control, sell, or 
exchange land easements, licenses and rights of every nature within 
and without its municipal limits," and by permitting them to operate 
6uch utilities within or without the municipal limits whenever necessary 
to supply a city, or its people, or any part of its people, with the 
service desired. 

In addition to this, whenever an excess of water, light, heat or 
power is developed, the city is empowered to sell, lease or distribute 
such excess outside of its corporate limits. 

The law provides that in case of a city's leasing any of its public 
utilities, such lease shall not be valid for longer than fifteen years, 
and that all such leases must be let to the highest bidder at public 
auction. 

In order to make effective the right of a city or town to own and 
operate its own street car system, the legislature by another act 
(Chapter 43) had already permitted such cities and towns to occupy 
the same street or tracks occupied or used by any street railway 
company, within its limits, upon payment to the company of an 
equal portion of the estimated cost of construction of the tracks to 
be used jointly. 
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The above is one of the most conspicuous achievements of one of 
the most noteworthy sessions of an American legislature. Together 
with the grant to the cities of the reserved rights of direct legislation, 
which "goes to the source of corruption," 1 and the permission of 
municipal ownership of public utilities, which "ultimately destroys 
the largest corruption fund," l these two enactments form two of the 
most striking acts of the legislative drama in which the curtain has 
been rung down upon the rule of the Southern Pacific in California. 

Missouri. ■ Missouri cities all have the right to own and operate 
water works, gas, power and electric light plants, if they so desire 
(Rev. Stats., Mo., 1909, sec. 9904). They also are empowered to 
supply water from their municipal water works to people outside of 
their corporate limits, and to other cities (sees. 9905, 9906). 

By an act of the legislature of 1911 (Laws of 1911, pp. 351, 352), 
cities having municipal electric light or power plants are now per- 
mitted to supply electric current to persons and companies outside 
of their own corporate limits and to other cities. 

Missouri cities of the third class (i. e., of from 3,000 to 30,000 inhabi- 
tants, by act of 1903, as amended in 1909 (Rev. Stats., sec. 9914), were 
also given the power to own and operate heating plants, telephone 
plants or exchanges, street railways, conduit systems and public audito- 
rium or convention halls. By act of the last legislature (Laws of 
1911, pp. 352, 353), cities of the fourth class (of from 500 to 3,000 
inhabitants) are now given the same powers in this matter as the third 
class cities. 

Charles Homer Talbot. 

Public Utilities. Five states joined the ranks of those which 
have a state commission for the control of public service corporations 
at the sessions of the legislatures during 1911. These states are: 
New Hampshire, Kansas, Oregon, Ohio, and Washington. One state, 
New Jersey, transformed its useless law of 1910 into a full-fledged 
regulative measure. Bills were vigorously pushed in Illinois, Iowa 
and Pennsylvania, but failed when their passage seemed certain. 
The legislature of Connecticut is still considering the matter at this 
writing with a fair possibility of success, and Massachusetts under 
the insistence of Governor Foss is making an attempt to convert the 
divided commissions of that state into a single public service commis- 
sion on the model of New York and Wisconsin. A valuable report 

• John R. Common's "Proportional Representation," 2d. edition (1907), 309. 



